Jerdon's Baza Aviceda jerdoni occurs in South and Southeast Asia in a rather discontinuous range. Five subspecies are recognized: (a) nominate Aviceda jerdoni jerdoni (Blyth, 1842) (Grimmett et al. 1998; Wells 1999; Ferguson-Lees et al. 2001; Wang & Lim 2003; Robson 2005) .
In India, two subspecies -jerdoni and ceylonensis are reported (Ali & Ripley 1987; Grimmett et al. 1998) . The former taxon is known from tropical evergreen and moist deciduous evergreen forests of the Himalayas along Sikkim, eastward to Myanmar, while the latter occurs in the tropical and subtropical evergreen and moist deciduous forests of Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats and Sri Lanka. However, owing to lack of information on the subspecific identity of Aviceda jerdoni in the northern Eastern Ghats, the boundaries of the northern and the southern subspecies, whether distinct or overlapping is debatable. Very few sighting records of the taxa A. j. ceylonensis in India are published and this species has been known from a few localities in Kerala (Vishnudas 2007) and Dakshina Kannada, Karnataka (Achar & Nayak 2000) . Ripley et al. (1987) , Grimmett et al. (1998) and Nair (2007) reported the presence of A. jerdoni in the northern Eastern Ghats in Andhra Pradesh and Orissa. Naoroji (2006) maps this species' distribution in the Western Ghats from south of Goa, parts of Eastern Ghats including Shevarayan and Javadi hills in Tamil Nadu, Seshachalam, Nallamala and Papikonda hills in Andhra Pradesh and Similipal hills in Orissa. In the northeast, the species occurs in eastern Nepal, Sikkim, West Bengal, Assam and most of the northeastern states (Image 1).
In recent years there have been additional sightings of Jerdon's Baza in Andhra Pradesh (Image 1). Through this note we report the sightings of this taxon in tropical forested tracts further away from the Eastern Ghats and also corroborate our findings with its calls.
Srinivasulu (2004) This bird was observed for well over 20 minutes and was heard calling. From the lake bund, we observed the Baza calling from an exposed perch on a tall tree surrounded by rice fields just beyond the bund -this lake forms a barrier between some low but dense dry deciduous forest on one side and cultivation on the other. The Baza was seen on the cultivated side. The call was a pi-weeu repeated after short intervals (Video 1). This was the only type of call made by this bird, heard by us. The bird was calling for quite some time and did not seem in any hurry to move awayhaving got some pictures and some video, we decided to go ahead along the bund, walking behind some tall shrubbery, for a closer look; in the couple of minutes it took us to come out again, into the open, we found a much larger bird in place of the Baza -this was a Changeable Hawk-eagle Nisaetus cirrrhatus. We infer that the Hawk-eagle had flown in displacing the Baza. We could, however, still hear the Baza calling -this time even closer. We then went further along the bund to see the Baza perched on a thin branch at the top of Butea monosperma calling. This time we again recorded the call, videoed and photographed the bird. After about a couple of minutes or so, the bird flew away. We were able to record a video of the takeoff. This video is our only source of under-wing views (Video 1). In addition to the Changeable Hawkeagle seen above, we also observed a Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela in the vicinity (quite far from us, though) shortly after the Baza flew away. We are not clear if the loud persistent calling was in some way correlated with the presence of the two much larger raptors. The Baza's calling did not appear to elicit any kind of response from the Changeable Hawk-eagle. After the Baza had flown away, we found the Hawkeagle sitting at the same perch for a long time (> 10 min) before we walked off to get better views of the Crested Serpent Eagle. Subsequent visits a day later, about one week later and about two months later did not yield any sighting of the Baza.
The bird was identified as juvenile Jerdons' Baza based on the combination of the following characters -small size (significantly small relative to the Changeable Hawk-eagle seen nearby, but larger than a Shikra), white-tipped black crest (Image 3), barring on the belly and flanks (Image 2), trailing edge of underwing lined with black (Video 1), mesial stripe (Image 3), indentations on the beak (Image 3), aspect, small size of feet relative to body (as against the Changeable Hawk-eagle, the only other raptor in the vicinity with an erect crest), and calls. The vegetation at Dantepally is that of a typical tropical dry deciduous secondary forest. It is interesting to note that both the inland records of the Jerdon's Baza were in dry deciduous forests. The subspecific status of the individual sighted could not be ascertained with confidence.
On 5 43'E), East Godavari District. The bird was observed to be silent while perching but was calling while in flight. From the calls heard there seemed to be two individuals, but only one was sighted (Video 2). The call was a ki-kiya but could not be recorded. The tree where the bird was perched was in a plot of land on a hillside adjacent to a densely forested slope -the forest had moist deciduous vegetation. The surrounding areas though, are planted with rubber, coffee and teak. The bird seemed to be unperturbed by human activities close by, beneath its perch. The bird was identified as an adult female. Light was too poor to ascertain the subspecies, however, it is clear from the photos that there is a lot of rufous coloration on the upper body. Furthermore, this taxon was sighted at Maredumilli and its vicinity on June 2011 (Image 5) and July 2011.
The sighting records in the recent past indicate that the Jerdon's Baza could be more widely distributed in its general range than earlier thought or it does undertake some local migration as the records from Kawal and Pocharam Wildlife Sanctuaries indicate. Although A. jerdoni is known to prefer well wooded tracts, the species as such is highly adaptable and has been reported from a variety of habitats from undisturbed forests to urban areas and from sea level to 1200m (Grimmett et al. 1998; Naoroji 2006; Nair 2007) . We feel that the there may be resident populations of this species in northern Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh north of river Godavari and some individuals spread their range to nearby areas. Long term observations of the sighting and site records may yield interesting information on its distribution, habitat, and threats.
